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Drive time from San Jose is about 2 hours. From San Jose, take the main highway 
(Carretera Interamericana) going north towards Puntarenas. The highway will pass the 
Juan Santarnaria airport. If coming from the airport, get onto the highway and follow 
same directions. Stay on the Interamericana for 10 –15 minutes, until you see an exit for a 
town called Atenas. Take this exit and continue to follow the signs for Jaco and Quepos, 
as you go through the towns of Atenas, San Mateo, Orotina, and Tarcoles. (Always keep 
in mind the next town you are heading for, and watch for signs to that town.) Once you 
hit the Costanera, keep driving and look for signs to Jaco. 
Off the main highway (Costanera 34) Jaco has several exits (turning right); these roads 
will take you toward the Pacific Ocean. Take the first or second turn off. Once you come 
to Main Street, Pastor Diaz Avenue turn left. Go in to the center of town. Good 
landmarks to look for would be Subway Restaurant on your left then you’ll go over a 
small bridge and you’ll see Alamo Car Rental and Nexus Reality. Take the first right over 
the bridge on Calle Publica. Once on Calle Publica the hotel will be just ahead on your 
right.  
  
*** 
The new San Jose - Caldera highway is also now open coming to the Pacific coast. This 
is a faster route but also has tollbooths; it should take you less than 70 minutes to reach 
Jaco. It will also make the old highway faster as trucks will avoid the mountain to save 
gas. Your rent a car dealer should have updated maps to help you with this route. 


